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Home Buyer Saver Policy Fact Sheet

This factsheet applies to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples living in New South Wales who are
interested in purchasing their first home and would like information about the Aboriginal Housing Office (AHO)
Home Buyer Saver Program, including eligibility requirements, available grants and the application process.

What grants are available?
Home Buyer Booster Grant

Up to $2,500

Can help cover:

e conveyancing and legal costs

pest and building reports

property valuations

insurance

other approved purchase costs.
The grant may also be applied toward the purchase price if funds remain available.
Deadly Deposit Grant
Up to $10,000
The AHO matches your savings:
e save $1,000 — receive $1,000
¢ save $5,000 — receive $5,000
e save $10,000 — receive $10,000
The maximum grant amount is $10,000.
AHO Tenancy Plus Grant
Up to $20,000
Available to eligible AHO social and affordable housing tenants.
The amount is based on:
e how long you have been an AHO tenant
e how much you have saved towards your home purchase
Longer tenancy periods may attract higher AHO contributions.
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Can | receive more than one grant?

Yes. Eligible applicants can receive:

Home Buyer Booster Grant plus
Deadly Deposit Grant or
AHO Tenancy Plus Grant.

Am | eligible?

You may be eligible if you:

are Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander

are 18 years or older

are a first home buyer

live in NSW

have current home loan pre-approval

have a household taxable income of $200,000 or less
have a minimum deposit of $1,000

hold at least a 25% ownership interest in the property

have not previously received an AHO Home Buyer Saver Grant

are purchasing a property in NSW to live in as your primary residence.

What if | have already saved a large deposit?

Generally, applicants must have a deposit that is no more than 30% of the property's value.

However, the AHO may consider exceptions where additional savings resulted from:

inheritance

workers compensation payments
accessing superannuation

escaping domestic or family violence.

These applications are assessed individually.

What documents will | need?

You will generally need:

confirmation of Aboriginality
proof of NSW residency
identification documents
income evidence

home loan pre-approval letter
evidence of savings.

Additional documents may be requested during assessment.
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How do | apply?

Step 1

Email: homeownership@aho.nsw.gov.au

Step 2

An AHO staff member will contact you within approximately five business days.
Step 3

Complete the application form and submit supporting documents.

Step 4

The AHO will assess your application.

Step 5

You will receive written advice of the outcome.

How long does it take?

The application process usually takes up to six weeks, depending on the completeness of your application
and supporting information.

How are grant funds paid?
Grant funds are not paid directly into your personal bank account.
Funds are paid to:

e your solicitor's trust account

e your conveyancer's trust account

e a PEXA account

e a builder's account (for approved construction projects).

The funds are then applied at settlement or construction stage.

Do | need to repay the grant?
No, provided the grant is used for its approved purpose.
However:

o funds may be recovered if settlement does not proceed.
o funds must be repaid if they are misused or obtained through false information,
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Support and advice

The AHO Home Ownership Team can help you:

e understand eligibility requirements

e complete your application

e identify the right grant options

e understand supporting document requirements.

Email: homeownership@aho.nsw.gov.au

Phone: 1800 727 555

Website: www.aho.nsw.qgov.au
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